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WHEREAS, local, state and federal governments are increasingly advancing proposals and strategies to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases as a means of addressing concerns about global warming and climate change;


WHEREAS, using fossil fuels to generate electricity contributes significantly to greenhouse gas emissions in the United States, and buildings and their occupants are major consumers of electricity;

WHEREAS, the Obama Administration and Congressional leaders have said they intend to quickly pass legislation that will establish targets for increased energy efficiency for all buildings, including residential construction, as a means of limiting and/or reducing greenhouse gases generated in the United States;

WHEREAS, when Congress seeks to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through legislation, NAHB must be an advocate for a balanced plan that fairly apportions the economic impact to all producer/user sources, including existing buildings;

WHEREAS, NAHB recognizes that energy efficiency is in the best interests of the nation’s population, economy, environment, security, and energy independence in the long term;

WHEREAS, in the model building codes and standards arena, NAHB has long been an advocate for energy efficiency provisions that are cost-effective and affordable for home buyers throughout the nation;

WHEREAS, NAHB is committed to research, development, and the use of cost-effective products and building techniques, as well as financing practices, that promote energy efficiency in new and existing buildings;

WHEREAS, greater energy efficiency is a key component of the National Green Building Program and the ANSI-approved standard that NAHB developed for home builders who want to engage in “green” development, design, and construction;

WHEREAS, limiting increases in energy efficiency to changes that provide a simple payback to the home buyer in 10 years or less, as currently specified in NAHB policy, will not achieve the significant increases in energy efficiency that Congress and the Administration are seeking;
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WHEREAS, many energy efficiency advocates and environmental groups are pushing in 

Congress and the codes and standards arena for increases of 50 percent or greater in the energy efficiency of all new residential construction, with the ultimate goal of net zero-energy housing; 
and

WHEREAS, NAHB must be proactive in this national debate and must be an advocate for energy efficiency increases that are technologically achievable and economically justified;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the National Association of Home Builders support changes in the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) that increase the residential energy efficiency requirements by 30 percent above the 2006 Edition;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NAHB seek to limit any further increases in energy efficiency requirements for residential buildings to targets that are technologically achievable and economically justified;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when Congress considers legislation to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, NAHB encourages it to implement a balanced and comprehensive plan that fairly apportions the economic impact to all producer/user sources, including existing buildings;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that efforts to achieve enhanced energy efficiency in residential buildings not be limited to the building envelope, and that increases resulting from the use of more energy efficient HVAC equipment be included in measuring the increase in efficiency;


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cost effectiveness and impact on residential construction practices should be considered in the development of any prescriptive path(s) to achieve the target for increased energy efficiency in residential buildings, and performance paths shall continue to be permitted; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Congress not authorize the Department of Energy to develop a federal energy efficiency code or amendments to the IECC or any other model energy code that would effectively be a federal mandate for energy efficiency in residential construction. 
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Construction, Codes and Standards Committee Action: 




Approved
Energy Subcommittee of the Construction, Codes and Standards Committee Action: 
Approved
